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order to set an example^ or to encourage the poor
minister, but times of joyous refreshments          in a
wilderness.
Because of my experience in Mr, Gandhi's Ashram,
I had been completely convinced from the start that
he would be happier here in Bow than anywhere
else in London., directly we heard he was coming
to the Round Table Conference^ I sent him an
invitation to stay at Kingsley Hall.* He wrote back:
" Of course I would rather stay at Kingsley Hail
than anywhere eke, but there will probably be a
reception committee arranging my stay in London*
I cannot override their decision, I advise you to
get in touch with them at once and show them this
letter. I am in their hands.5* On receipt of his
letter I did not lose a single hour, but went straight
up to Mr. Henry7 Polak's office and reported to Mm
my invitation.
" Oh, but it is impossible/5 he said. " Think of
the inconvenience in being so far away from West-
minster and St. James's. Of course he would enjoy
it and of course it is the right sort of place for him
to stay in, but it is quite out of the question.35
As it happened C. F. Andrews was also in Mr,
Polak's office. He had received a letter from Mr.
Gandhi that morning almost identical with minej
and he said: " I know he would be much happier
at Bow than anywhere else5 but I don't really see
how he can be so far away from the centre."
I would not take the seat they offered me. I
knew I had got to stand my ground and make a
tremendous fight. I tried to speak in the quiet